28. Markandeya visits Swami
Pushkarini

Sage Markandeya made penance on the banks of the
holy River GANGA- Pleased with his tapas, Brahma mani-
fested himself before the sage and asked him to spell out his
desire and promised to grant it. "Grant me the strength to under
take pilgrimage to all the holy places in the three worlds" reque
sted Markandeya. Brahma smiled and said : "It is not possible
even for me or Lord Sambhu to bathe in all the sacred teerthas

within a few hundred years. However, I shall tell you w alter-
native" he continued,

"About two hundred yojanas south from here there is
a very holy hill, named Sri Venkatachala. On its peak is the
sacred Swami Puskarini. Early in the morning on the twelth day
of the bright fortnight of the month of Margasira (Dec) all the
holy teerthas, millions of them, congregate there to rid them-
selves of their sins. So you also go to Swami Pushkarini. You
will get the benefit of bathing in all teerthas. Further, whatever
merit is acquired by pilgrimage to Ganga and other sacred riverss
and holy places such as Kailasa or giving charity to brahmins is
achieved by pilgrimage to Swami Pushkarini. Whoever offer
charity to brahmins and votaries of Sri Hari and the poor, or
donates any of the sixteen donations prescribed by scriptures
on the above said day with devotion, achieves the merit of dona,